
FINAL MINUTES 

COMMISSION FOR HISTORICAL STATUES IN THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL 

November 17, 2020, 9:00 A.M. 

 

COMMISSION MEMBERS: 

Dr. Edward Ayers 

Dr. Colita Fairfax 

Senator Louise Lucas 

Delegate Jeion Ward  

Dr. Fred Motley 

Ms. Margie Vanderhye 

Ms. Julie Langan, Ex Officio 

Not present: Chief Anne Richardson 

 

ATTENDEES: 

Deputy Secretary Joshua Saks 

 

DHR STAFF: 

Ms. Stephanie Williams 

Ms. Jennifer Pullen 

 

WELCOME 

Ms. Langan welcomed everyone and introduced Chair Lucas. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Lucas called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.   



Ms. Langan took attendance by roll call. All members were present except Chief Anne Richardson. Chair 

Lucas asked members to introduce themselves. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Ms. Langan stated that the purpose of the hearing was to hear from the citizens their suggestions on who 

should replace Robert E. Lee in the National Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol. 

Ms. Williams fielded public comment, calling on those who had registered to speak and outlined that each 

person would be given three minutes with a one minute warning.   

Brad Moore recommended Booker T. Washington. 

Alice Lynch recommended Barbara Rose Johns. 

Richard Reynolds recommended Oliver W. Hill. 

David Roll recommended George C. Marshall. 

Henry Marsh recommended Oliver W. Hill 

Colonel Donald Clary recommended keeping Robert E. Lee 

Tom Bowers recommended George C. Marshall 

Bo Hammond recommended George C. Marshall 

Brian Shaw recommended George C. Marshall 

Gregory Marra spoke briefly but was disconnected before making a recommendation. 

Susan Rohrback recommended Abraham Lincoln. 

Vincent Bruno recommended keeping Robert E. Lee. 

Carmela Hamm recommended John Mercer Langston. 

 

UPDATE 

Ms. Langan updated the Commission that comments were being recorded as received and posted to the 

Commission’s webpage.  She also noted that the Department of Historic Resources (on behalf of the 

Commission) worked closely with the Department of Education to engage the Commonwealth’s students 

in submitting recommendations for the replacement of the Robert E. Lee statue. 

 

 



REMARKS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 

Chair Lucas asked for remarks from the Commission members. 

Vice-Chair Ward expressed her pleasure in serving on the Commission and that she was interested in 

hearing the suggestions from students. 

Dr. Ayers noted that it was heartening to hear democracy in action. 

Dr. Motley agreed with the other Commission members. 

Ms. Vanderhye said she is pleased to be part of this effort and commended the presenters.  She is 

interested in the student submissions. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

Chair Lucas stated that this is a serious decision and that all recommendations will be considered.  She 

noted that the Commission will continue to receive and compile written comments and suggestions until 

November 27th. 

The next meeting will take placed in December to make a decision on who they will recommend to the 

General Assembly in the 2021 Session. 

Ms. Vanderhye asked if there will be time to review all the submissions. 

Mr. Saks confirmed that there will be ample time to review submissions before the next meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Lucas called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Vice Chair Ward made a motion which was 

seconded by Dr. Ayers.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED at 10:07 a.m. 


